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Modern Foreign Languages Department 
The Modern Foreign Languages Department is housed in the Stamp Building. There are four departmental classrooms which are equipped with interactive smart-boards, data projection and DVD/Video. There is a well-equipped language laboratory, ample storage space, a staff office and two small rooms that can be used by the Assistants or for one-to-one oral work. 
The Head of Modern Foreign Languages, who is also the Head of German, coordinates the work of the three departments. Each department also has a native speaker Assistant. The Modern Foreign Languages Department is well-established and successful, with a strong academic ethos. It is a lively and interesting place to work, amongst highly qualified and professional colleagues who place an emphasis on using the target language for both pupils and teachers alike.  New ideas for promoting and teaching languages are always welcome and shared. 
In Year 7 and 8 there are only 60 pupils (30 in each year). French is taught to all in Year 7 and German introduced in Year 8. The majority of pupils arrive in Year 9 and are given a free choice of two modern languages, French, German or Spanish. German and Spanish are offered to beginners as well as those who have already studied the language. As of September 2025, pupils will have the choice of whether to they wish to continue studying modern foreign language(s) at GCSE. We anticipate that the majority will continue with one, and several will choose to study two modern foreign languages as part of their GCSE options. The school offers French and Spanish at A Level and uptake is strong.

The French Department 
There are currently four subject specialist teaching members of staff, with others who teach French as their second language, as well as a native French assistant. In Year 8, there are two classes. In Year 9, there are currently five sets of French and the grammar and more formal aspects of the language are taught in greater depth. The pupils use the Tricolore textbook at KS3 and have 3.5 x 40-minute lessons in Year 7, and 2.5 x 40-minute lessons in Year 8 and 9. At KS4 there are currently three sets in both Years 10 and 11. The pupils have 4 x 40-minute lessons a week and follow the Edexcel IGCSE syllabus, using the Tricolore textbook. Recent GCSE results have been good with 95% achieving grades 9 – 5. (In 2024, over 50% of the cohort achieved a grade 8 or 9)
Sixth Form French class sizes are encouraging, given national trends. There are usually between 5 and 10 studying French in each A level year. We follow the AQA specification, using the AQA A Level textbook. Again, results have been very pleasing with 87.5% of pupils achieving grades A* and A in 2024. All Sixth Form pupils have a lesson per week individually with the French assistant. The department organises many different language initiatives throughout the year including taking part in a debating competition and work experience visits abroad. Weekly Collaborations for all year groups are available for pupils once a week where all French teachers offer support for those wanting it.
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