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Continued...

A message from the Headmaster
Now that almost all Covid restrictions have been lifted, it is both 
reassuring and rewarding to see our pupils enjoying a return to their 
busy and fulfilling School lives. The Lent Term has been packed with 
a full array of activities. The school’s CamEx (Cambridge Experience) 
initiative continues to flourish, and pupils have taken full advantage 
of our connections with this wonderful University city, in all areas of 
School life. More information on CamEx 
and the benefits it brings to our pupils 
can be found here.

Academic life at The Leys continues to thrive and there have been 
some fascinating lectures and a screening of Frankenstein for those 
studying A Level English as well as some stimulating lectures from 
local academics.  

Away from the classroom, the Music Department has been  
particularly busy. Evensong at St. Edmundsbury Cathedral was  
one of the term’s highlights.  Our Music Scholars took on some  
challenging pieces at the Scholars’ Concert and the new  
Symphonia! event, the first of its kind at The Leys, looks sure  
to become an annual occurrence.

Some excellent sporting fixtures have taken place with a focus on 
hockey, netball and girls’ cricket this term, along with some of the 
more unusual activities such as small-bore shooting and squash. 
In true Leysian fashion, pupils took part with skill, enthusiasm and 
a real sense of relief at finally being able to compete fully again after 
two years of limitations.

We bid a fond farewell to Mr. McAlinden this term as he sets off for 
pastures new after 16 years at The Leys, and wish him the best of 
luck for the future.

Finally, I would like to congratulate this year’s Oxbridge offer-holders; 
Miles, Jake, John and Ruslan – we are very proud of you!
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ACADEMIC LIFE

CamEx (The Cambridge Experience)   

Leys pupils have always benefitted from the school’s unique 
and special location and, despite the disruption caused by 
the pandemic, they continue to enjoy the countless academic 
and cultural enrichment opportunities this provides.  

Over the last few months this has been particularly  
appreciated by the Music Department: Organ Scholars from 
Christ’s, St. Catherine’s and Queens’ have all performed  
recitals in the school’s Chapel;  Harrison Cole (Senior Organ 
Scholar at Trinity) accompanied our Carol Services at the 
end of last term and Dr. Edward Wickham (Director of 
Music at St. Catherine’s) adjudicated last term’s Concerto 
Competition.  

We are delighted that, for the first time since the start of the 
pandemic, The Leys Chapel Choir will join forces with the 
Choir of Selwyn College at Evensong in the Summer Term. 

 

In January a group of Leys pupils attended a talk on  
‘Food and Climate Change’ by Professor Sarah Bridle 
from the University of York. Her presentation formed part  
of this year’s Darwin College Lecture Series which  
includes topics such as ‘Food as Expression’ and  
‘Should Cats and Dogs go Vegan?’

Professor Bridle’s talk looked at the complexities of the 
world’s agricultural systems and their environmental  
impacts. Charlotte B (Year 11) commented that “the  
lecture was a very enjoyable experience and I felt I found  
a newfound interest in how food affects climate change”.

Pupils in the Lower Sixth Global Goals Climate Action 
Team are now working with the school’s catering team to 
look at the provision of clear food labelling, to allow pupils 
to clearly identify the impact of their food choices.

Food and  
Climate 
Change

Sarah Bridle from the 
University of York

Oxbridge, here we come!   
We are delighted that the following pupils have  
been offered places as follows:

Miles B (North A) has an offer to read History of Art 
at Cambridge

Jake L (Bisseker House) has an offer to read Law at Oxford

Ruslan R (North A) has an offer to read Russian at Oxford

John G (Barker House) has an offer to read Engineering 
at Oxford 

Huge congratulations to them all.

Cambridge
Made in

Andreana C Ben M

https://www.theleys.net/
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Screening of 
Frankenstein: 
In January, A-level pupils studying the Gothic module in 
English Literature were afforded the exciting opportunity to 
watch a National Theatre screening of the 2011 production of 
Frankenstein, directed by Danny Boyle and starring Benedict 
Cumberbatch and Danny Lee Miller. The English and Drama 
departments share a subscription to the National Theatre’s 
streaming platform which enables critically acclaimed  
productions to be shown to pupils in Great Hall, replicating 
the experience of attending the theatre in as much the last 
two years have afforded. The production offered a fantastic 
insight into a different interpretation of the play and pupils 
were able to consider character, theme and genre in a new 
and exciting way.

A-level lecture: 
February saw the English Department welcoming Dr. Karina 
Jakubowicz remotely to The Leys to speak to A-level pupils 
about ‘The Bloody Chamber’ and the depiction of space  
within Angela Carter’s text. Pupils in both Lower and Upper 
Sixth experienced a university-style lecture followed by an 
hour’s seminar on the short story collection. The technology 
of the James Hilton room enabled pupils to engage directly 
with Dr. Jakubowicz, to offer observations and to ask  
questions that increased their understanding of the  
characters and themes in Carter’s work. Pupils found the 
experience to be intellectually stimulating and academically 
challenging and English teachers Mrs Howarth and Miss  
Garrett look forward to welcoming Dr. Jakubowicz back to 
The Leys in the terms ahead.

Focus on... 
English

World Book Day: 
On Thursday 4 March, The Leys celebrated World Book 
Day. The English Department ran a series of competitions 
and discussions held in tutor time to increase conversation 
around the importance of reading. Pupils were asked to share 
their favourite books and to discuss how to cultivate good 
reading habits. Pupils and staff alike participated in a ‘Guess 
the Shelfie’ event and the school community reflected on the 
merits and importance of finding the time to read.

UBS Talk with  
John Holland
John Holland used to be the executive manager at UBS 
and after this worked as the non-executive director of 
start-up companies focused on sustainable and green 
energy. We asked him to talk about his experience 
of applying economics in the ‘real world’, and how he 
himself has done so in his own career. He gave us a brief 
introduction of his schooling and why he went into economics 
through PPE at Oxford, and then continued to tell us about 
his career at UBS and how he has used economics in 
banking.  He then progressed to discuss general views on 
the sustainability of economics; how economics is focused 
on material goods and unsustainable methods. The pupils 
gained a unique view on how covid has taken away attention 
from the climate crisis, how economics in the future will 
have to factor in sustainability and the people’s standard of 
living, and further examples of negative externalities. It was 
a very enriching talk, and it was amazing to have someone 
with such relevant experience talk about the importance 
of economics in everyday life and in the general world in a 
subject from which the theory is seen in the textbook, but 
life examples can be harder to find. 

Written by Thalia S (Upper Sixth)

https://www.theleys.net/
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Classical Success
In March, 11 pupils attended the Cambridge  
Classical Association Junior Latin and Greek  
Reading Competition, held at the Classics  
Faculty at Cambridge University. 

The pupils competed in three categories, including  
the very entertaining ‘dramatic play reading’,  
featuring, of course, a tiger!

The pupils were praised by judges Dr. Arlene  
Holmes-Henderson (Oxford University) and  
Dr. Rosanna Omitowoju (Cambridge University)  
for their enthusiasm and Adriano L (Year 9,  
Bisseker) was awarded a Highly Commended 
 in the Greek prose category.

Careers Forum  
Returns 
After the inevitable replacement of last year’s live 
event with an online substitute, we were all delighted 
to see the return of the ‘old-normal’ Careers Forum 
to Great Hall. Whilst the numbers of exhibitors, 
speakers and external visitors from across  
Cambridge were not quite back to pre-COVID  
levels, the enthusiasm and happiness of our  
participants more than compensated. With all  
the major professions, services and sectors  
represented, pupils and visitors were able to gain 
first-hand information and engage in discussions. 
Several have already secured interviews for 
internships and summer employment as a result 
of contacts made. All in all, a most successful 
morning made possible by the 30 plus people 
willing to give up their free time to help others.

LeysLife

https://www.theleys.net/
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LIFE BEYOND THE CLASSROOM

Le Débat     
Congratulations to Henry K and Ruslan R who won the East 
Anglia Year 13 French Debating Competition. They performed 
magnificently, winning against The Perse and Ipswich Sixth 
Form College with the motion that Media Should Be  
Censored, for which they only had 15 minutes to prepare.

Other motions included Prison Doesn’t Work, Unions Should 
Be Abolished and The French Model of Secularism Should 
Be Adopted Around The World.

Year 10 Play     
March got off to a great start when Year 10 performed Alan 
Bennett’s 1991 play, The Madness of George III in Great 
Hall. The play is a fictional biography of the later half of the 
reign of King George III, his battle with mental illness and 
the inability of his court to handle his condition. The Year 10 
performers coped admirably with the mature script, combined 
with simple black and white staging and elaborate period  
costumes.  Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions and 
unforeseen circumstances throughout the rehearsal process, 
this could not be performed in front of a full audience.  
However, the experience of putting on a play on stage was 
incredibly valuable for both performers and crew, under the 
direction of English teacher Mr. Hancock and the Great Hall 
theatre staff.

A Rousing  
Performance   

The Chapel Choir sang evensong at St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral on Monday 7 March. It was a great success, 
and Mr. Kenworthy, Director of Music, said “I was proud 
of the choir, particularly as it had been over two years 
since we have had the opportunity to perform off site 
in this way. The pupils did a fantastic job and this was 
a new experience for many of them. We performed 
canticles in F by George Dyson, responses by Joanna 
Forbes-L’Estrange and the anthem was ‘Solus ad 
victimam’ by Kenneth Leighton”. The service was live 
streamed on Facebook and can be viewed on catch-up 
here: 

https://www.theleys.net/
https://www.facebook.com/stedscathedral/videos/1094362427805311/
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Music Scholars’ 
Concert  
The school’s Music Scholars were front and centre last term with 
a fantastic range of performances. The pieces took listeners from 
the starry dome of the night sky, through summertime gardens and 
into the Underworld with Orpheus. Well done to all our talented 
performers! 

https://www.theleys.net/
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A Jungle Dance    
A Leys audience was transported to the jungle last term in a 
captivating dance show. All the dancers showed a vast amount 
of commitment, hard work, flair and passion. A range of dance 
styles were covered including street dance, contemporary, modern 
jazz, classical ballet and hip hop, as well as acrobatic numbers.

Symphonia!   

The school’s musicians enjoyed a day of musical  
performance, appreciation and discussion at the  
inaugural Symphonia! this term.

Back-to-back workshops took place throughout the  
day, allowing pupils the chance to perform, enjoy each 
other’s pieces and provide feedback and advice. The 
saxophonists provided a lively start to the morning, before 
a group percussion session, a brass workshop and finally 
an hour of woodwind (including bagpipes!), and all before 
lunch. The afternoon session featured strings, the guitar 
and singing and piano workshops.

The final Showcase Concert at the end of the week 
rounded off a brilliant event.

https://www.theleys.net/
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Out and About 
with the Army  
CCF and a Fond 
Farewell  
All pupils who have signed up for this summer’s CCF 
Central Camp took part in a Skill at Arms Field Day at the 
ACF HQ in Waterbeach last term.  This gave pupils the 
opportunity to work on their marksmanship as part of their 
Army Proficiency training.

The Year 11 Army section also ventured out, this time to 
Duxford, to learn about the history of The Royal Anglian 
and Cambridgeshire Regiments through some fascinating 
talks from the Regimental Engagement Team.

Mr. Mcalinden, originally from the Cadet Training Centre 
Frimley Park, has been running the CCF here at The Leys 
since 2017. During that time he has risen through the 
ranks from Officer in Charge, Contingent Commander 
and Major. He has attended nine Central Camps and 
a multitude of field weekends with highlights including 
climbing in Yosemite and taking control of HMS  
Trumpeter, the school’s affiliated Royal Navy ship.  

He leaves The Leys at the end of the Lent term and  
says “CCF has been an integral part of my life during my 
time at The Leys and I have enjoyed seeing the cadets 
progress through each year. It has been both an honour 
and a pleasure to operate as the Contingent Commander 
and I would like to thank all of the Officers and adults who 
have supported this journey. As I depart, I will hand over 
to Capt. Robinson, who will take the CCF forward as the 
new Contingent Commander”.

Mr. McAlinden

https://www.theleys.net/


LeysLife

SPORTING LIFE

A Round-up
It has been fantastic to see so many fixtures fully  
returning, following two years of restrictions and pupils 
and staff have been delighted to get back onto the sports 
fields and play some exciting competitive matches. 

Our Hockey teams have excelled this term with  
convincing wins over Stamford, Bishop’s Stortford  
College, Felsted, Kimbolton, St. Albans and Joyce  
Franklin Academy. Our 1st XI are in the Quarter Finals  
of the National Plate, and our U16A side reached the 
semi-final stage of the National Tier 1 Cup and at 
Repton. Although they were defeated the boys showed 
huge commitment and skill to have reached that stage 
of the tournament.

Our Netball teams have also seen successes against 
some of the region’s top schools including Perse,  
Ipswich, Finborough, St Mary’s and Culford. 

The Bath Cup took place at the London Aquatics Centre 
in March and our Boys Swimming Team made the final 

in both the Medley and Freestyle relays, losing out on  
a podium place by just 0.2 seconds in the Medley.

At the end of term our Girls’ U15 Indoor Cricket team will 
play in the Regional Round of the Lady Taverner’s Cup, 
having won the County round by beating Stephen Perse 
and The Perse.

In rowing our U16 Sculls won the 
the Cambridge Junior Sculling Head 
before the end of term, ably led by 
Monty H (Year 10). The Boys Senior 
Eight is acing in the Eights Head of 
the River Race on 26 March, we  
wish them luck!

The Leys regularly show teams in the 
Cambridge University leagues and  
this term have performed particularly 
well in Squash, Volleyball, Badminton 
and Small-bore Shooting. Monty H

https://www.theleys.net/
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COMMUNITY LIFE

John Wesley wrote “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you 
can, to all the people you can, as long as ever you can”. The Leys has 
always taken Wesley’s words to heart and makes numerous charitable  
donations within the local community. 

Most recently these have included:

	 ■  Donations to The Leys Christmas Appeal 2021, in aid of Cambridge 
children supported by the Salvation Army. Toys and gifts were handed 
over at the end of the Autumn Term to be wrapped and delivered to  
children who might otherwise not receive a present.

	 ■  15 Leys pupils took part in the 3rd annual Rowan Art Exhibition, 
following the theme of The Great Outdoors. Rowan is a Cambridge 
charity providing an arts centre and forest school for over 80 adults 
with learning disabilities. The exhibition itself included canvasses 
by Rowan students, professional artists and local schools and was 
sponsored by the Leys Community Fund. Particular thanks go to Ms. 
Battison for guiding pupils in creating their artworks 
and organising their participation.

	 ■  Over £30,000 has been awarded by the Community Fund since 
September 2021, supporting the work of a number of local groups 
including Turtle Dove Cambridge and Romsey Mill

Leys Giving Day
The first Leys Giving Day was celebrated on 23-24 March, connecting the Leys Community right around 
the world. A celebratory atmosphere was in the air at the School, with a non-uniform day and delicious 
Leys cupcakes at lunchtime. In the afternoon there was a display about Lenten Giving in each House, 
with pupils explaining the impact of their chosen charity and fundraising efforts throughout the year. 
Over £2,000 had already been raised for Lenten Giving charities through events like the Fen Bingo 
Night and Dale Quiz, so it was a pleasure to reflect on the impact these efforts have had. 

Pupils, guests, and Gift of Education ambassadors also learnt about the different 
volunteering activities pupils enjoy. Pupils give their time in a whole variety of ways, 
including maths tutoring at a local primary  school, helping at Oxfam and Scope, 
and visiting residents at Ditchburn Place. 

The Leys Community worldwide got involved, with generous support for the Gift 
of Education as well as House charities. Thanks to the generous support of Alex 
Wong, and the Lipskiy family, £3,000 of donations to the Gift of Education was 
matched pound-for-pound, while we were delighted that 45 donors chose to make 
their first gift to The Leys, unlocking an extra £1,000, and 16 donors outside the UK 
unlocked an extra £500. Overall, over £23,000 was raised. Thank you to everyone 
who supported the first Giving Day.

https://www.theleys.net/
https://www.turtledovecambridge.com
http://www.romseymill.org
https://www.rowanhumberstone.co.uk
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LIFE IN THE HOUSES

Foodie Treats    
Funds raised for Great Ormand 
Street Hospital at the Moulton 
House Cake Sale in February

Sign Health benefitted from a 
donation of £300 following the 
Barker House Churros Sale 
last month. 

North A’s Scorpion Fancy Dress 
Football Tournament took place 
in February raising over £200 
for Romsey Mill.

On Friday 11th March during a senior assembly, the finals  
of the 2022 House Debating Competition were held. The  
motion was ‘THBT rulers should not be bound by rules’ 
and the combined team of Granta and Moulton Girls faced 
Bisseker House after a fiercely fought competition between 
all houses in earlier rounds. Both houses had made it through 
the first round and the semi-final to gain their place in the 
final, and their enthusiasm, teamwork and eloquence made 
for a very equal debate. Granta and Moulton Girls formed 
the proposition and their team was made up of Georgia D, 
Molly G and Phillipa F. Bisseker team were the opposition 
and their team was comprised of Harry C, Josh W and Jake L. 
The speeches tackled the political, economical and personal, 
encouraging the audience to interrogate the value of rules 
and asking us to consider what makes an effective ruler. We 
were delighted to welcome Karen C to judge the final debate; 
Karen is a second year Psychology student at Cambridge 
University and is a member of the Cambridge Union. She  
has debated in national and international competitions and 
her experience enabled her to offer fantastic observations 
about the speeches and advice for future debates. In the  
end, Granta and Moulton Girls were declared the victors,  
but Miss Garrett and Mr Hancock remarked on the  
extraordinary calibre of all speakers. Debating will continue  
to run on Thursday lunchtimes throughout the summer term.

Future Moulton Poets?    
Following its success last year, The English Department 
were very pleased to run the Moulton Poetry Competition 
once again. Entrants were asked to write one poem on 
this year’s chosen theme, ‘courage’, and everyone enjoyed 
reading the multiple entries which were received. The 
standard of entry was high, but Phillipa F. (Year 8) was 
named the winner of this competition for her use of lyrical 
language and imagery, and Benjamin P. (also Year 8) was 
named the runner up for his great range of vocabulary. 
Very well done to Phillipa and Benjamin.

Phillipa’s winning poem Benjamin’s runners up piece

https://www.theleys.net/
https://signhealth.org.uk


LeysLife

The Leys School, Cambridge CB2 7AD 

The Leys & St Faith’s Schools Foundation, Registered Charity No. 1144035

Contact us: 
Email: admissions@theleys.net

Telephone: 01223 508904

© 2022 The Leys School All rights reserved.

What’s On...
   

Watch out for these upcoming events:
 

End of Year Concert featuring works by Fauré,  
John Williams, Holcombe and Haydn
Friday 29 April,  
7pm, Saffron Hall
Tickets £10 (Under 18s free) from www.saffronhall.com

Year 9 Play, Musicians
Wednesday 18 May & Thursday 19 May,  
7.15pm, Great Hall

Year 7/8 Musical, Matilda
Friday 24 June, 7pm,  
Saturday 25 June, 3pm Matinee,  
Great Hall

Summer Cabaret
Wednesday 29 June, Thursday 30 June,  
7.30pm, Great Hall

Tickets for all Great Hall events can be ordered here

https://www.theleys.net/
https://www.facebook.com/theleysschoolcambridge
https://twitter.com/LeysCambridge
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQFYuNJ8wlXz-oABLq_3NBA
https://www.theleys.net/
https://www.theleys.net/551/box-office
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